Bt ee 


ШРҒТШЫ “WI 


E 


Umeda 


Story and Art by Abi 


(€; Table of Contents ¿@; 
J o 


Chapter 1 Chakuro of the Sea of Sand 

Chapter 2 A Visitor and a Rebel 

Chapter 3 In a Sky That Twinkles with Memories 
Chapter 4 Toes of the Emissary 


Afterword How I Discovered Children of the Whales 
From the Archivist?s Diary: An Illustration of the Mud Whale 


A Note on Names 


003 
049 
095 
143 


138 


190 


192 


oom 
Chakuio of ) 
de Sa of Sand 
MO) 
NZ 


WE FOLLOW 
THE BIRDS, WE 
GAZE AT THE 
STARS AND WE 
MEASURE THE 

HEAVENS... 


THE PATHS 
OF OUR 
FLEETING 


AND NOW YOU 
HAVE GONE TO 
LEAD THE BIRDS, 
TO EMBRACE 
THE STARS AND 


TO MOVE THE 
HEAVENS. 


YOU HAVE 
BECOME 
A SACRED 
SPIRIT... 


...ТНЕ 
ORIGIN OF 
THE WORLD 

CREATED 
FROM THIS 
SANDY SEA. 


YOUR SOUL 
WILL 
FOREVER 
ILLUMINATE... 


ІШ, ЕТІ»! 


1 “Lu 


OF U$ WHO 
REMAIN HERE 
ON THIS 
VESSEL OF 
MUD WILL 
REMEMBER 
YOU. 


PLEASE 
GUIDE 


She 
WAS 29 
years old 
and à 
teacher. 


The floral 
tribute 
WAas tawny 
chrysan- 


The 
funeral 
of Benihi 
(Marked). 


year 93 of 


Day two, 
month 
seven, 


the sand 
Exile. 


burial 
launched 
from 
Baleen 


T I 


4 


THE 
DEAD DON 


We give 

our dead 
to the Sea 
of Sand. 


You 
should 
not cry 


as you 


..because the 
souls who lie 
at the bottom 
of the sea 
will call out 
for you to join 


current 
population 


| o8 14- 
| year-old 


am the 
ärchivist 
for the 
Mud 
Whale. 


Ur 
11 


I am 
Chakuro 


| 


K 


Our 
island vessel 
is adrift on 
the endless 
Sea of Sand. 


Every 


time I 
send off 
„ту someone 
need to close to 
record 
becomes 
stronger. 


According to my 
grandfather, who 
was Unmarked 
(not Marked like 
me), I have 
hypergraphia. It’s 
à disorder where 
I am constantly 
compelled to 


reason 
there are 
detailed 
records of 
the Mud 

Whale 

now... 


AT: 
that I 
write down 
everything, 
no matter 
what. 
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„BECAUSE THE 
IS THAT IT'S NOT A MARKED 
WHY THEY GOOD USE DON'T 
MADE YOU OF THYMIA. USUALLY 
ARCHIVIST, _ zZ ao) ) BECOME 
CHAKURO? 4. : dg 24 ARCHIVISTS 
YOU'RE sO i 
BAD AT 
USING 


THYMIA? 


4 Ў 
N rt е ica ) 
à 4 ғ 


IM 

om Ж | NOT JUST 
EXE ON BAD. AY 

REALLY NICKNAME 
IS THE 


MM D < NDESTROYER. 
ABOUT? / 4 


NE SNUS 


| -. TAUGHT 
RN THYMIA, bo зна 


MI % JUST LIKE 


pose 


Soy 
j 


N AN 
зады 


SORTING 


jw 


I'M GOING 
TO FILE MY 
REPORTS. 


And 
just like 
Benihi, 
who we 
sent off 
yester- 


„МЕ 
MARKED 
WILL NEVER 


About 90 
percent 
of the 

population 

of the Mud 

Whale are 
Marked. 


IF WE 
DWELL ON 
THOUGHTS 
OF DYING... 


The 
Marked 
possess å 
talent for 
wielding 
thymia, à 

power 
fueled by 
emotions. 


USING IT FOR 

PRESERVES, SO 
WE JUST NEED 
A COUPLE OF 
YOUNG LEAVES 
FROM THE TOP. 


E, 
JUST A 
COUPLE. 


x 

ER 
за 
ng 


О 
c 
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REMEMBER 
HOW YOU 
FOUND 
ALL THOSE 
SHEETS OF 
ACRYLIC? 


„GIVE IT 
TO US IN- 
STEAD OF 
TURNING 
IT IN! 
> 


TO 

KEEP 

HOW OUT 
COOL! THE 


IN 


EXCHANGE, 
IF YOU 
FIND ANY w 
GOOD \ FUNCTION 
SALVAGE... DOWN 
HERE. 


a “ 
Ф 

Шш 2 
ラミ Nw 
боза 

х= < 
Y «uw 
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ARE YOU 
BRINGING 2 


( [AGN ご 
| IS THAT 
CHILD'S ) ALL FROM 


vi YOU THAT'S BENIHIS 
ж P er NEED А BIT — FUNERAL? 
EVEN PROVING ТО BE |. EXCESSIVE. 
THOUGH USEFUL. REASON- 
THEY'RE NI ABLE. 
MORE LIKE PAPER |$ 
A DIARY | | 
THAN AN 
OFFICIAL 


ACCOUNT. 


BUT JUST 
IMAGINE IF 
THE PEOPLE 
WHO CAME 
BEFORE 


| 


DON'T 
THINK I'M 
CUT OUT 
TO BE AN 
ARCHIVIST. 


LEFT MORE 
INFORMATION 
ABOUT WHAT 
IT USED TO 
BE LIKE ON 
THE MUD 


RECENTLY 
LEARNED 
ALL THE 
LETTERS. 


„WHY IT 
DOESN'T 
SINK INTO 
THE SEA 
OF SAND 
LIKE 
OTHER 
THINGS? 


WHAT'S AT 
THE BOTTOM 
OF THE SEA, 

OR AT THE 
END OF IT?! 


„МЕ 
MIGHT 
HAVE 
THOSE 
ANSWERS. 


I WRITE 
FOR THE 
FUTURE. 


THERE 
OTHER 
PEOPLE 
OUT 
THERE? 


There are 
currently 54 
Unmarked 
on the Mud 
Whale. 


They 
are the 
leaders of 
the Mud 
Whale. 


mayor 
and the 
rest of 

the elders 
have no 
thymia. 


They are 
Unmarked. 


The 
Marked 
rarely 
live past 
30... 


Unmarked 
are long- 
lived. 


BENIHI 
WAS A 


GOOD 
PERSON. 


YOU DON'T 
EXPLICITLY 


“Ж 


ЖИ ZZ b | : 

I'M SORRY ウッ /, Й, „7 Й M 
ТАРЫ ^ I туу) 
VE TO ИИ чуй 


WRITE 
ABOUT SAD 
EVENTS. 


I 
HAVEN'T 
BEEN 
ABLE 
TO DO 
ANYTHING 


AND YOU'RE 
MORE UPSET 
ABOUT OUR 
BRIEF LIFE 
SPANS THAN 


YOU'VE ANYONE. 
SHED FAR 


MORE im 


TEARS THAN 


It's 
how we 
contain 

our 
feelings. 


I'M 
NOTHING 
SPECIAL, SO 
THE ONLY 
THING I CAN 
DO I$ TO 
KEEP 
WRITING. 


YOU'RE 
DOING 
RESEARCH 
TO PROLONG 
THE LIVES 
OF THE 
MARKED. 


Suou is 
favored 
to be 
the next 
mayor of 
the Mud 


Mud Whale, 
we clasp 
our hands 
like this 

when we're 
emotional. 


YOU CAN 
SOLVE ALL THE 
RIDDLES OF 
THE WORLD 
AND GIVE THE 
PEOPLE ON 
THIS ISLAND 
A BETTER 
CHANCE AT 
HAPPINESS. 


„and I 
hope they'll 
be of some 
use in the 

future. 


2 
JD ME 


LET'S SEND 
A RECON- 
NAISSANCE 
TEAM 
TOMORROW. 


LONGER 
THAN THAT 
AND THE 
DISTANCE 
BETWEEN US 
AND THAT 
ISLAND WILL 


BECOME TOO Д1, 


GREAT 
TO CROSS. 
р 


BASED ON 
PREVIOUS 
RECORDS, WE 
HAVE ABOUT 
FIVE DAYS IN 
WHICH WE CAN 
VISIT IT TO 
SEARCH FOR 
SALVAGE. 


IT'S 
ABOUT 


..WE'LL GO 
BACK TO 
COLLECT 
SALVAGE. 


PLEASE 
SELECT THE 
TEAM BY 
MORNING. 


BEEN 


SIX 


WHY IS 
CHAKURO 
ON THE 
RECON- 
NAISSANCE £ 
TEAM? 


HOPE WE 
DON'T 
RUN 
INTO ANY 
TROUBLE. 


WE DONT 
KNOW WHERE 
THE STUFF 
THAT GETS 
SWALLOWED 
ENDS UP. 


So there 
is à limit 
to how 
much 
distance 
can be 
covered. 


..is AS 
physically 
exhausting 
as 
running at 
à constant 


Without the 
help of thymia, 
out on the 
Sea of Sand 
people and 
things get 
swallowed up 
by the dunes 
and sink. 


Keeping 
à reed 
boat afloat 
and sailing 
with 
thymia... 


OUR 
PRIORITY 
I$ SCOPING 
OUT THE 


ISLAND. 


IT 
LOOKS 
LIKE THE 
MUD 
WHALE. 


WOW, 
THERE 
ARE 
BUILDINGS! 


MAN, I'M 
EXHAUSTED! 


THIS ISLAND 
DOESN'T SEEM 
LIKE ANY OF 
THE OTHERS 
THAT HAVE 
DRIFTED By. 


%% 
| 


There have IS A 


been other TOOL 
islands with MADE 
remnants of 

objects used PEOPLE 


by people of 
the past. 


But 
never any 
people 
| themselves. 


WORKSHOP 
FOLKS 
WILL LOVE 


WHERE 15 
EVERYONE 


A 


VERE 


| 1 Ш 


" 
ІШ 


| 


a 
EZ 
<- 
Into 
Ха 

< 

=< 


She was 


the first 
human 
outside 
the Mud 
Whale... 


could 

even 
call her 
human... 


Chakuro of the Sea of Sand -The End- 


1S that 
I continued 
to write it 
all down, 
despite 
everything 
that 
happened 
to us. 


... detailed 
records of 
our island, 
of the girl 
Lykos and 
myself... 


Ca? The APChivist's Notes EB 


Whale, There afe various oPigin theories | 
к Бог the Sea, but the most Common one |5 
that 0 p[eviows Civilization Collapsed Ond — .3— 
; everything iN it turned to Sand, ay 


= p^ TR 


float by, No one knows 
where they Come from of 
here they end up, 


` Mig, it 15 $0id that 

“once you УПК ito the 
Sea of Sand, you won't 
Гекъга alive, 


4 109) ; FN 
A Visitor“ 

and Rebel 

LA (ОД 


——. 
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WAS DOING 
LAUNDRY. 


strange 


island 
drifting 
past our 
vessel. 


I am 
Chakuro, 
the 
archivist 
on the 
Mud 
Whale. 


met this 
| mysterious 


WHERE'S 
CHAKURO? | I 


HOW MANY 

TIMES DO 

f I HAVE TO 
YOU'VE 

SCAVENGED TELL YOU 


A 
PERSON. 


—— 
00 900% 6% 
90,00 


ро 
Бо 
о 


да 


Фоо 


00% o oo 
o 9009, 


о соо 9 aÇ Ta 


us had ever 
seen à human 

from outside 
the Mud Whale 


we 
decided 
to cut 
short our 
reconnais- 
sance... 


..and 
we 
decided 
| that she 
needed 
medical 
atten- 
tion. 


THIS 
WOUND 
DOESN'T 
LOOK 
RECENT. 


SURPRISED 


TO 


SEE 


„and 15 
collected 
in the Mud 
Whale's 
reservoirs. 


Rain is also 
considered 
good luck. 


Rainwater 
is an 
important 
resource 

for us... 


-“АВООТ 
HOW SHE 
ATTACKED 
ME USING 
THYMIA. 


In our 


small 
enclosed 


RAINBOW! 


4 


Especially 
me, since 
I was the 
one who'd 
found her. 


PICKED UP 

SOMETHING 

EXTRAOR- 
DINARY. 


The 
recon- 
naissance 
team was 
excited. 


..represented 


an unknown 
future. 


OOPS, NO 
WRITING 
ABOUT 

EMOTIONS. 


I'M | 

REPORTING TODAY WAS 
YOU | RECON- 
TO THE | NAISSANCE 
COMMIT- | ONLY! YOU 
TEE OF WEREN'T 
ELDERS. А то BRING 
3 ANYTHING 

BACK! 


SHUT UP, 
YOU BIG- 


USE YOUR EYES 
AND SEE FOR 
YOURSELF! 
THERE WAS A 
PERSON ON 
THAT ISLAND. 


YOU'LL BE 
PUNISHED 
IF YOU 
FIGHT USING 
THYMIA ON 
THE MUD 
WHALE. 


I SEE 
IMA 
PRISONER. 


E 


SURRENDER. E 


N 


NE St 


WHAT 


| HAPPENED W 


TO THE 
GIRL FROM 
THAT 
ISLAND? 


CHAKURO 
AND SAMI 
TOOK HER 
TO THE 
INFIRMARY. 


TAKING 
MATTERS 


YOUR 
CLOTHING 
HAD “LYKOS” 
EMBROIDERED 


IF IT WERE ME, 
I'D BE BOLTING 
AND MY HEART 
WOULD BE 
POUNDING OUT 
OF MY CHEST. 


IF IT WERE 
ME, I'D BE 
SUPER 
CURIOUS AND 
EXCITED! 


AREN'T YOU 
SURPRISED 
TO BE 
SOMEWHERE 
UNFAMILIAR, 
LYKOS? 


67 


IT'S FULL 
OF YOUNG 
PEOPLE. 


DIFFERENT 
FOR 
EVERYONE, 
OF 
COURSE. 


FALAINA? N Ф - 


AROUND 30, 
THEIR THYMIA 
AND THEIR 
BODIES START 
TO BREAK 


ISN'T IT 
LIKE THAT 
WHERE 
YOU'RE 
FROM? 


NO, THAT 
DOESN'T 
HAPPEN. 


THAT'S 
WHAT 
EVERYONE 
CALLS IT. 


MAYOR 
TAISHA. 


THE 
COMMITTEE 
OF ELDERS 

WANTS TO SEE 
HER NOW. 


YOU'VE 
BEEN 
PROTECTING 
HER? 


CHAKURO, 
SAMI. 


I'M 
TAISHA, 
T 


HE 
LEADER 
OF THIS 
ISLAND. 


YOU'RE 
BOTH 


ISN'T SHE 
CUTE? DO 
YOU THINK 
I COULD 
BE HER 
FRIEND? 


..ARE BEING 
PARDONED. 


DID YOU 
SEE? THAT'S 
THE GIRL 
WHO WAS ON 
THE ISLAND. 


BECAUSE 
OF THE 
| RAINBOW... 


SO IF NN THEY'RE 
THEY FIND |! 3 \ CURIOUS WITNESS 
OUT WE'VE | E % ABOUT THE THEIR 
FOUND N RELEASE. 
SOAEONE 


SUOU, I'M 
COMING 
WITH YOU. 


SAMI, GO 
BACK TO 


MANG MES à mm 
Е Я Š 
3 „you're 5 
Й confined to the Mud 
i Whale, if 2 
ў an area in d 
the depths you break S 
= Р the rules 
къ or commit D) 
| vessel called ар 
N the Belly. 2 | 
= 
2 
= 
| Y 
< _ = 
= 1 
= クン クミ ドド ニラ ンク ググ ZN ボク ((/((( エ ラグ ク 2 ペン ジー ニシン ング ググ / ニク // ク クミ ペ ドニ ンク ググ ZN ボボ Al 


NE 


For the ES For some 
short- ў reason, 
lived / thymia 
Marked... doesn't 


2 


US 
a harsh 
punishment 
to be 
confined, 
powerless, 
in the Belly 
for any 
length 
of time. 


К 
JIN 


К ЭЗ 


ST 


ASN 
MZ 


L 


7 


However, 
AN | there is 
repeatedly Ñ \ SAN. m à group... 
flouts the \ E 
rules and 
so is often 
imprisoned. 


| Because - 
they spend 
so much = 
time down |> 
..people there in the 
call them 
Moles. 


| 

| YOU'VE 
BEEN 
PAR- 


THE PRE- 
SUMPTIVE 
MAYOR HAS 
COME TO 
GREET US 
DIRECTLY. 


DON'T DO 
ANYTHING 
STUPID 


WHAT TIME 
YOU HAVE 


one 


ADU teltu с 


IT 
DOESN'T 
MATTER 
WHAT WE 

DO IN THIS 
LITTLE 
WORLD. 


YoU 
UNMARKED 
WITH YOUR 

LONG 
LIVES MIGHT 
CONSIDER 

THIS MUD SHIP 
PRECIOUS, BUT 
WE DON'T. 


I'M JUST 
GOING TO 
TELL YOU 


WHAT YOU 
LOT ARE 


FOUND 
SOMEONE? 
FROM THE 
OUTSIDE?! 


so 
THERE /$ 
A WORLD 

OUT 


ENORMOUS 
WORLD 
WITH 
OTHER 
PEOPLE! 


- THEN 
I'M ALL 
FOR 
DITCHING 
THIS 
LITTLE 
SHIP. 


THERE’S 
ANOTHER 
WORLD 
BEYOND 
THE SEA 
OF SAND... 


WHERE’S 
THIS 
PERSON 


THIS I$ 
EXACTLY 
WHAT 
I WAS 
WORRIED 
ABOUT. 


..and his 
thymia 
abilities are 
rumored to 
be the most 
powerful 
on the Mud 
Whale. 


Ouni is the 
leader of 
the Moles... 


SHE’S 
PROBABLY 
IN THE 
CENTRAL 
TOWER. 


И 
Mi | 111 


ТНЕУ 
SAID THE 
COMMITTEE 
OF ELDERS 
WANTED TO 
SEE HER. 


I CAN 
CLIMB THE 


SOMETHING 
ISN'T RIGHT. 


WERE 
YOU SENT 
FROM THE 

MOTHERLAND? 


82 


APOE ni) 


22; 


SINCE 
WE CAN'T 
DETERMINE 

YOUR 
MOTIVES... 


..WE CAN'T 
REVEAL 
OURSELVES 
EITHER. 


FÄLAINA? 


..PLEASE 
ANSWER MY INTERRO- 
QUESTION GATE ME... 


FIRST. 


LYKOS 15 
TALKING 
ABOUT? 


DID 
YOU HAVE 
COMPANIONS 
ON THE 
ISLAND? WHAT 
HAPPENED TO 


WHAT 
ARE 
THEY 


TALKING 


BROUGHT 


HERE... 


84 


WASN'T 
THAT 
HARD 
FOR 


I 
DON'T 
HAVE 
FEELINGS. 


DID YOU 
STRUGGLE 
WITH YOUR 
FEELINGS? 


Å HUMAN 
WITHOUT 


EMOTIONS. 


I SEE NO 
POINT IN 
CONTINUING 


I'M SORRY, 
BUT WE'RE 
GOING TO 
HAVE TO 
DETAIN 
YOU. 


SHE’S AN 
APATHEIA... 


ARE 
YOU 
DOING? 


GOING TO 
GO TAKE 
A LOOK 

AT HER 


h GRAMPIES, 
GRAMMIES... 


„CAN 
SPEND THE 
REST OF 
YOUR LIVES 
PLAYING ON 
THIS MUD 


AR 
00 
ВЕС 


UL 
AUS 


uD 


p 


SOMEONE, 
COME 
QUICK! 


ALLOW 
THE 


IT'S NO 
OUTSIDE GOOD, À PENED? 


& 
NN WORLD \ 
N IN. [| ТАЈНА... 


(0 = AS 
SOMETHING y MA y 
TERRIBLE 9 


WILL 
HAPPEN... 


OUNI HAS 
RUN AWAY 
WITH 
THE GIRL 
FROM THE 
ISLAND. 


WERE YOU 
PART OF THE 
RECONNAISSANCE 
TEAM? 


93 


... Without 
Knowing 
what 
awaited 


SEN tx 


A Visitor and a Rebel -The End- 


de 
wanted to 
understand 
the world 
Lykos came 


I decided 
to go along 
with Ouni's 
selfish 
rebellion. 


Once 
again, 
we drew 
closer... 


( 


VI y Ж 
Ur ZE 
| 


222 


YOU'RE 
TELLING 
ME THIS 
BEAT- 
UP SHIP 


I$ YOUR 
WORLD? 


DON'T 
KNOW 
ANYTHING, 
DO YOU? 


..BUT 
WE BURY 
OURS 
IN THE 
GROUND. 


ARE ALL 

THESE HER 
= FRIENDS 
= AND 
a 


COMRADES 


ЧИТ 
— Ітп Var 


YOURSELF? 


SOME 
NATIONS OF 
THE ALLIED 

EMPIRE 
CREMATE AND 
OTHERS BURY 
THEIR DEAD 
IN THE SAND... 


THE 
GRAVES SHE 
TOLD THE 
ELDERS 

ABOUT... 


YOU JUST 
DID THIS BY 
YOURSELF, 
MATTER-OF- 

FACTLY? 


YOU'RE 
A 


WHY DID 
ALL THESE 
PEOPLE DIE 
AT ONCE? 


HERE 
ARE SOME 
TREASURES 
I'VE FOUND 
IN THE SEA OF 

SAND, AS AN 
OFFERING 

„FALLEN 

STRANG- 

ERS. 


WHAT A 
WEIRD 
BUILDING 


W-WHAT 
I$ THAT?! 


DID YOU 
BRING US 
HERE TO 
SHOW US... 


A NOUS IS 
A LIFE-FORA 
THAT ABSORBS 

AND CONSUAES 

EMOTIONS. 


..NOURISHED 
LYKOS 
WITH OUR 
EMOTIONS. 


OTHER 
SOLDIERS 


HEARTS 
ARE 


EVERYONE, 


Bese У THE NOUS 
ЕЕ NDING | „THE DESCENDED 


PEOPLE WHO FROM THE 
POSITION AND 
FOUND THEM HEAVENS... 
SITUATION... DECIDED TO 


... GRANTS 
GRANT THE 
SOME OF i S : NOUS THEIR 


THEIR « 
EMOTIONS EMOTIONS. 


EMOTIONS 
WILL 
DESTROY 
THE 
WORLD. 


THEY 
AREN'T 
NECESSARY. 


THE 
OUTSIDE 


„16 
RULED BY KNOW 
PEOPLE ABOUT... 
DEFICIENT 
IN 
FEELING... 


USING 
APÁTHEIAS 
WHO HAVE 
NO HEART... 


FIGHTING 
A WAR 
WITH NO 
END. 


DOES MY 
WORLD HAVE 
WHAT YOU 
ARE LOOKING 


THIS SHIP 
WILL BE 
CARRIED AWAY 
BY THE SEA 
OF SAND AND 
DISAPPEAR. 


THE 
GRAVES 
YOU SAW 

WERE FOR 
MY COMRADES 
WHO ALL 
DIED IN THE 
WAR. 


I DON’T 
WANT TO 
BE SHUT 
UP IN 
THE MUD 


HAPPILY 
GIVE ALL 
THE 
EMOTIONS 
I HAVE. 


through my 
consciousness... 


and 
disappear. 


hundreds... 


UV 


„„thousands?... 
more people 
than I've ever 
Known... 


The ` 
usion... 


(А 


it Aes 


Au. 


thought of anything. 
Lykos and 

pretended I 

hadn't seen 
or heard 
anything. 


prohibit 
any travel 
to or 
salvage 
activities 
on Lykos’s 
island. 


Ouni and 
I were 
questioned 
by the 
Committee 
of Elders... 


wards, the 
committee 
decided... | 


Later, they 
told me that 
when the 
search party 
from the 
Mud Whale 
arrived... 


„and two 
days have 
passed since 
Ouni and I 
were sent 
to the 
Belly as 
punishment. 


DIDN'T 
GET 
YOUR 
HEART, 
RIGHT? 


I SAW 
SOMETHING 
WEIRD 
THERE. 


I 
WONDER 
IF THAT 
THING 
REALLY 
TAKES 
YOUR 
HEART? 


..BUT I WAS 
FINE AFTER 
I GOT BACK 
TO THE MUD 


Lykos 
was 
detained 
in the 
Central 


IT LEFT 
ME INA 
DAZE... 


YOU 
SAW ALL 
THOSE 
GRAVES. 


Will; 
/ 
7 


..BUT 
YOU WERE 
BEHAVING 

so 


STRANGELY 7 


I MOVED 
BACK. 


„USE 
THYMIA... 


JANNE 


IF 
LYKOS 
HADN'T 
STEPPED 
IN... 


WAIT, 
IF YOU 
THOUGHT 
I WAS 
BEHAVING 
STRANGELY, 
WHY DIDN'T 
YOU HELP 
ME? 


THE WARS 
IN THE 
OUTSIDE 


LITTLE 
SCARED 
OF THE 
OUTSIDE 
WORLD 

NOW. 


L 


, Kurt" 


SOMEONE 
SAW OUNI 
FORCING 
you TO 
GO. 


N 


IS IT 
DINNER- 


THAT’S 
NOT 
EXACTLY 


According 
; to the data 
me | collected 


by the 
should be 4 i ; archivists 
able to see over the 
the Great ears 
Flying this | didi 
evening. | 


A large 
species 
of cricket 
called 
hoshiboshi 
lives in the 
sands around 
the Mud 


„tobe | 3 А ] The 
better hoshiboshi 


suited е7 cricket has 
to long- ジグ evolved 
distance | WERNER... over 
migration. |: 57255. genera- 
tions... 


SSS 


77, 


The | 7 
We colony signals i crickets 
call this the beginning : form 

phenom- of its mass enormous 

enon migration by _ | colonies... 

the glowing. Š 
Great 
Flying. 


116 
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во the 
hoshiboshi 
migration 
gives people 
something 
to look 
forward to. 


HURRY! 


UGH, 
CHAKURO! 


There 
is little 
enter- 
tainment 
on this 
vessel... 


CHAKURO, 

WE NEED 

TO FIND A 

GOOD SPOT 
BEFORE IT 
GETS DARK. 


I'M THE 
UNMARKED 


WHO SEES TO 
THE NEEDS... 


DO YOUR 
WOUNDS 
STILL 


I NEED 
IT TO 
REMOVE 


MY 
FEELINGS. 


-- HAVING 
EMOTIONS... 


< 


| ⁄ 


‚| PLEASE 
TELL THE | ' 
ELDERS... | / 


PLEASE 
RETURN 
ME TO 
LYKOS. 


U 


NORMAL 
TO HAVE 
FEELINGS. 


BE. 
От 
ш 
358 
"i 
bog 
ve 


I WANT 
HER TO 
7 | \ WATCH 
„AND MY N | \ THE GREAT 
FRIENDS. FLYING 
гай j WITH ME... 


CHAKURO, 
YOU'RE 
GOING TO 
END UP IN 
THE BELLY 


. WHO 

BURIED 
ALL THEIR I COULD 
COMRADES NEVER 
BY THEM- ABANDON 

SELVES. SOMEONE... 


ARE YOU 
SURE YOU 


WHAT?! 
LYKOS?! 


IF SHE 
WEARS 
MY SAND 
CLOAK, 
YOU CAN'T 
TELL WHO 
SHE 15. 
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Ооо 


ACTUALLY, (255 l 
oo? | ÆR I CAN'T 
] 2 U BELIEVE 
YOU PUT 
YOUR 
FILTHY, 
SAND- 
ENCRUSTED 


THE TOP 
OF TOWER 
Ч 15 EMPTY. 


AARGH, 
I CAN'T 
DO IT 
ANYMORE! 


THAT WAS 

THE YEAR 

YOUR MOM 
DIED... 


THE LAST 
GREAT 
FLYING WAS 
THREE 


CARRIED 
ME LAST 
TIME. 
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IT'S 
HARD 
HAVING A 
LOT OF 
YOUNGER 
SIBLINGS. 


SOL 
FEEL THE 
NEED TO 

TAKE CARE 
OF THE 
LITTLE 


I LOST A 
CHILD IN AN 
ACCIDENT 

ON THE SEA 
OF SAND... 


ALL 
RIGHT! 


MOM 
SOON, | 
JUST А | IS IT 
LITTLE 


: CRICKETS 
LONGER. 


AT ALL, 
SHINONO. 
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-. YOU'RE 
HOLDING 
MY HAND 
TOO 
TIGHTLY. 


THE 
CRICKETS? 


WHEN I 
WAS SEVEN, 
I WENT TO 

THE MILITARY 

TRAINING 

ACADEMY. 


MY FATHER, MY FAMILY 

MOTHER AND : а CAME WITH 
BROTHER ME TO THE 

CARRIED MY | 4 SCHOOL. 
LUGGAGE 


SO 
WE DIDN'T 
EXPERIENCE 
ANY DEEP 
FEELINGS 
ABOUT THE 
PARTING. 


..BUT WE 
HAD ALL 
HAD OUR 
EMOTIONS 
STRIPPED 
AWAY, 

LITTLE BY 
LITTLE... 


I WAS 
LEAVING 
THEM 
THAT 
DAY... 


THE ROAD 
TO THE 
SCHOOL WAS 
LONG AND 
ARDUOUS 
AND THE 
BAGS WERE 
HEAVY. 


YOU'LL 
NEVER 
MAKE A 
GOOD 
SOLDIER 
LIKE THAT. 


INSIDE 


THAT 
THING... 


THAT'S 


..NEED TO 
TELL YOU 
SOMETHING. 


FÁLAINA 
IS... 


up Э 
АДИ, 


WE WANT 
TO GO 


te > 
u < 
xš 
= < 
wa 
åå 
м 


Day eight, 
month seven, 
year 93 of 
the Sand 


The 
hoshiboshi 
continued 

to glow 
as they 
flew over 
the Mud 

whale... 


„and by 
dawn, the 
colony had 

passed 
beyond the 

horizon 
of the sea 

of Sand. 


The 
Great 
Flying 

occurred 

as 
predicted. 


| а ( + 
CÍA Т 
„ended —< 
that day. ў 
My 
7 official 
records 
as the 
И archivist 


Any 
accounts 
„are of the 
from my Mud 
private Whale 
diary. after 


that 


Ina Sky That Twinkles with Memories -The End- 


(eiThe Archivist’s Notes EB 


Å type of NF Rr pen wielded qa ШЕ "2 

Marked of the Mud Whale, It ¡5 used to NE 

and 591у096 on the Sea of Sand, The wold 

thym a Connotes movement through Emotion, and 

on the Mud Whale it 15 taboo to use jt whens 
: your Feelings E eu high. 


The pattern of 1i9ht thor 
Appears on the Skin and over 
khe heads of thumi0 welders. 
The larger the pattern area, 
‚the Stronger the Datis 


CeiThe ArChivist’s Notes 299 


` Tbe Custom on the Mud Whale 15 to clase 
youf hands and 419 youl NOIS into uou[ Skin 
“ko 0void 0 Show of excessive Emotion, Many- 
glow Ке Г Nay 15 long for this purpose, 


sedle ` 


` Men tend to Clasp the < 
; back of thei? hands, 
and women tend to 
«C1OSP theif palms. 


ET 


But the young marked have 
- begun to See this as an 
г old-faShjoned Practice and 
Avoid it, 


..in à 
toy castle 
made of 
sun-dried 
brick and 
mud 
plaster... 


come as 
à surprise 
to one 
| used to 
ү living in 
a vast 
world. 


..ànd 
violently 
battered 
the Mud 

Whale. 


The 
thought 
of so many 
people 
living 
huddled 
together... 


When the 
wind blew 
strong, the 
sand from 
the sea 
whirled 


There are 
many things 
about the 
Mud Whale 
I'd like to 
write down. 


We lived 
hand in 
hand 
with the 
sand, the 
wind and 


The grains 
would get 
inside the 


„апа the 
grains on 
People's kif | the mud 
skin... š = walls, the 
drifts of 

sand... 


and the | | icones 


Mud Whale aroe a 


WAS our 
entire 
world. 


I'VE HAD 
ENOUGH! / 
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WE 
CAN'T 
ROOM 
ALL YOU TOGETHER 
Do I$ ANYMORE... 


MAKE 


YOU'RE Å 
A Е 

WALKING 2 

DISASTER! 


RAENT / SINCE WE 
AFTER | \ DECIDED 
беп b un 
BROTHERS : қ グ e 
AND 7 
SISTERS? 


CHAKURO, 


THEY'RE YOU 
LOOKING DRIBBLED. 
AFTER 
YOU!! 


WILL YOU 
TEACH US 
TO READ 
SOMETIME? 


I HAD 
TO TAKE 
HER BACK 
TO THE 
CENTRAL 
TOWER 
AFTER f 
Z THE GREAT POM | 


” BUT. IC 

Й), O 

N Y a 
ГА © 


2 


на 
A, 


S 


STAY 
HERE 
WITH US. 


TM 
hn 
UNI 
y 


NG 


7 
VG, 
MS 


ГТ 


YOU'RE 
COVERED 
IN DIRT. 


I'M 
SLOWER 
THAN 
EVERYONE, 
so I GOT 
UP EARLY 
TO GET TO 


BROTHER’S 


LET'S ONE DEFECT I$ 
SOW HIS LACK OF 
EE COORDINATION. 


BACK TO THE 

TOWER AND || 
WORK ON |) 

SOMETHING 
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...LYKOS 
SAID SHE WELL... 
NEEDED 
TO SPEAK 
TO THE 
COMMIT- 
TEE OF 


| ELDERS. 


BUT THE 
COMMITTEE 
REFUSES TO 

SEE HER. 


COMMITTEE'S 
REACTION 


TO HER HAS 
BEEN ODD 
FROM THE 


ACTUALLY, 
THE 

COMMITTEE 

WANTS TO 

SEND THE 

VIGILANTE | 

CORPS OUT ||| е N ) 
WITHOUT “INTO THE NE! | \ KEEPING 
TELLING preted w HER 
MAYOR 28 Y 
MAYOR ў, | DETAINED. 
OR THE 
OTHERS. 


DID 
YOU 
WANT 
SOME- 
THING?! 


CAN'T 
ENTER! 


EU 


I 
NEED TO 
SPEAK 
WITH THE 
PERSON 


IN Ж 
CHARGE! // | \ 


MAYOR 
TAISHA, 
WHAT 
WERE YOU 
READING? 


CHAKURO'S 


("5 “ЕУ. | RETRIEVE : Ree 
I'LL SEND ; SIN THEM 
| SOMEONE. | КД " 


I WAS 


EXCITED 
WHEN THE 
GIRL FROM 
THE ISLAND 4 
SHOWED UP. B HE SAID 
HE WAS 
PASSING 
I DOWN HIS 
FEEL RECORDS 


BUT THE 
COMMITTEE 
OF ELDERS 
I$ TRYING TO 
HIDE HER 
FROM US. 


THE 
COMMITTEE 
OF ELDERS I$ 
CHARGED WITH 
GUIDING THE 
MUD WHALE. 


WHEN 
WE REACH 
THAT AGE, 


„AND 15 
MERELY A 
FIGURE- 
HEAD FOR 
THE YOUNG 
MARKED 
TO LOVE. 


2... 


ТНАТ 
TENUOUS 
SYSTEM IS 
WHAT HAS 
KEPT OUR 

VESSEL 

GOING. 


A ww NG 2 
ни 


ТНЕ 
МАУОЕ 
HAS NO 
AUTHORITY 
TO 
GOVERN... 


Ke GN 
SEN 


A FALSE 
IDOL TO 
DEFLECT 
DISSATISFACTION 
FROM THE 
COMMITTEE OF 
ELDERS. 


AT THE AGE 
OF 61, THE 
UNMARKED 
BECOME 
MEMBERS 
OF THE 
COMMITTEE 
OF ELDERS. 


--АМО THEN 
THEY WILL 
TELL US THE 
HISTORY OF 
THE MUD 
WHALE AND 
ITS PLACE IN 
THE WORLD. 


ONE 
WHO 
KNOWS 
NOTHING 


MAYOR 
TAISHA... 


FROM 
THAT GIRL'S 
PERSPECTIVE, 
THE MUD 
WHALE MUST 
SEEM LIKE A 
TOY CASTLE. 


IM 
THREE YEARS 
YOUNGER, 
so 22 MORE 
YEARS FOR 


„ВИТ 
MUST 
KEEP 
PLAYING 
THE 
USEFUL 
TOOL. 
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I WILL 
SUPPORT 
YOU... 


WILL BE 
A GOOD 
PUPPET... 


REGARD- 
LESS OF 

WHETHER 
I SEE THAT 
LENGTH OF 

..IT MUST 

SEEM LIKE 

A LUXURY 

TO THE 
SHORT-LIVED 
MARKED. 


BTS 
REFLECTING 
SOMETHING. 


YOU 
HAVEN'T 
CHANGED 
A BIT 
SINCE YOU 


I'VE 
ALWAYS HAD 
FEELINGS 
FOR YOU. 
EVEN WHEN 
WE WERE 
STUDYING 


MAYOR 
TAISHA 


YOU'VE 
ALWAYS 
BEEN 


WONDER 
WHAT KIND 
OF BLOOMS 
FLOURISH IN 
THE WORLDS 
WE DON'T 

KNOW? 


OPERATION 
SKYKOS: 
&0! 


МУ LAS 
U| ack HERE... 


CHAKURO, 
LOOK! 


ZI 
fi 


b: 


= 


ge 


ATTENTION 
CRIMINALS 


HAVE BEEN 
TARGETED 
BY HIS 
MAJESTY 
THE 
EMPEROR. 


WHAT DO 
THEY MEAN, 
"DESTROY"? 


IMPERIAL 
SOLDIERS 
HAVE COME 
TO DESTROY 
YOU. 


sy = 
i = 


CHAKURO; 


EVERYONE, 
GET 
INSIDE! 


DON’T GO 
OUTSIDE! 


TAKE 
REFUGE 
IN THE 
SPECIALIST 


ARE 
THEY 
YELLING 
ABOUT 
OUT- 


THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
STRANGE 
OVER 


M A 


or 


YOU ALL 
RIGHT?! 


WRONG 
OUTSIDE 


№) 
vz 
шт 
CH 
шш 
E, 
Ед 

му 


LL LET 


EMERGENCY— 
г 
YOU OUT. 


ZZ 
> AL j 
"SS 


N 


W 


enormous 

claws, the 
angel of 

slaughter... 


..tore 
open our 
paradise. 


ARE YOU 
LISTENING 


YOU'RE 
JUST THE 
SAME AS 
YOU WERE 

THREE 

YEARS 

AGO. 


SAMI AND 
CHAKURO 
ARE STILL 


ON THE 
FARM! 


THE 
VERDICT 


IT'S BEEN 
93 YEARS 
SINCE THE 
CITIZENS 
OF THE 
MUD WHALE 
WERE SET 
LOOSE ON 
THE SEA OF 


„„AREN’T 
CRIMINALS 
TO BE : 
DESTROYED. / 


Y d == ы 


Toes of the Emissary -The End- Children of the Whales volume 1 -The End- 


they call 
them- 
selves 

a store... 


They 
have 
unusual 
manu- 
scripts 
here. 


IT'S ALL || 


ORDER. 


Maybe 
the 
ban on 
longer å emotions 
need to WAS 
show lifted... 
it to 
others... 


ACCOUNTS 
OF PEOPLE 
LIVING ON 
AN ISLAND- 
SHIP? 


But after 
a certain 
date, the 
tone of 
the diary 
changed 
dramati- 


„BECAUSE 
THE 
AUTHOR 
STARTED 
WRITING 
ABOUT HIS 
FEELINGS. 


Don't 
you think 
this store 

looks 

super 


It's à diary= 
written Бук 


See 
= 500 me 


E tell 
F you 
The what's 
It weather, boring 
was all the about 
written harvest, it... 
down in salvage X 
minute : 
detail. 


„ex @ Å THE 


| |TREMELY H PERSON 


WHO 
WROTE 
THIS 
MUST'VE 
BEEN... 
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The afterward with a lot to dig into How I Discovered Children of the Whales 


Did an island- 
ship really exist? (By the 
I can't tell if way, tnat 
this happened in も : an 
the past or the i. idea store. i 
í yone can and d 
future. It's about look for use their dad weir 
the humble lives the store, products.) diary 
of a bunch of you won't a thing... 
people on a find it.) er 
strange island іа 


апа the war that 
comes to them. 


КИ 
y/u を > nn c= Z= \ | 
LA ? => 
y NS 
> “Since the diary of Chakuro (name changed) didn't contain Pis 
| any photos or drawings, I've had to imagine the setting and as 
\ people. Ў) 
(У 
( -The names in the diary were strange and hard to pronounce. Y 
! Since they were all based on colors, I decided to replace 0 
them with Japanese color names. 


(Ex.: Chakuro is blackish brown. Taisha, suou and ouni are N 


4 shades of red.) f 
| 
И 


Зу “Тһе contents of the diary have been edited and rearranged 
for narrative flow. 
Sal Y 


= 2, 


や On the next page, I will explain the setting for this story, the Mud Whale! 


. D . + ` t 
" ` ` b š sa R x ` ^ „ Я 


iai %, An TA Sla ¡on of 
Do the Mud Whale 


*Some details, Such 05 the Shape 
of the Mud Whale, ore speculation 
based on ChakuPo"$ accounts, 


Reservoirs: 


М] AU of the Mud Whale’s water 15 
co||ected Fron periodic Faınfall. 

ТА 5 precious and can’t be used 

frivolous 1. 


Drinking water 15 Sole IN the above- |22 
Pound ponds and Subterranean reservoirs, F. 


I think it 
looks like 
this. 


EE Ua ` “ 


The Central Tower: 


Т 15 where the Committee of 
Elders’ residential and Council 
Pooms ape located Тї the Mud 
Whale, older people are respected 
fol their wisdom, 


Fields and oPchards, ОГ, 

The mayo? and her ac 
, The eath gathered from 1 һе, wee? 
| the Sea of Sand 15 [ich in entourage Peside in "rut 


Tower з. Unmarked 
Одо пи SKPOLOPS 0150 
have offices here. 


Nutrients and provides a 
good harvest. 


i Å : ST 
DE " Meat 9 
gy“ ate? Baleen Plaza: bed la A кі Е 
‘ я + .. y UNS a + vat de oF 
SSN NAL ТЫ nest sacred plateau Fl 
SEG hs an Кр F さい marks ently and Exit to x Е 
4 a K к “аа SU. ` the Sea of Sand. Tx 5 0450 : | : 
EE UR the location of Funefols. AN unusual tower LIUM 
ve > десогохед. with faces. ВУ м Y 
This 15 where everyone Va oss 
* went to watch the x er 
wk SN 
a oe 


Oomasagochiku Bamboo Forest: Great Flying, 


The Couftyafd of the Special St Tower 
15 home to the oomasagochiku Species 
of bQmboo Oomasagochiku has many 
different uses on the Mud Whale, ТА 
glows very Quickly, and the Shoots can 
be harvested year-Pound They have 0 
Sweet flavor, like \icofıce of пик, 
and are considered Q del¡cocy. 


Residential Area: 


Where the general populace 

lives, Marked ChildTe who have 
lost thei? parents fol households 
and live cooperatively, 


The Belly: 


There 15 a. large Space in the 
Cope of the Mud Whale, It is 
mostly used 05 a prison. 


The Specialist Tower: 


Medical offices Ond woPkshops 
are located here Some of 
the people who work in the 
Specialist Tower 0150 Choose 
ko live here, rather than in 
the residential area, 


pu А citim9 Pe 
i the Seo of sang]. ーー 


ENE 


A Коте ON NAMES 


Those who live on the Mud Whale are named after colors in a 
language unknown. Abi Umeda uses Japanese translations of the 
names, which we have maintained. Here is a list of the English 
equivalents for the curious. 


Benihi 
Buki 
Chakuro 
Kuchiba 
Masoh 
Neri 
Nezu 
Ouni 
Ro 
Sami 
Shinono 
Suou 
Taisha 


scarlet 

kerria flower (yamabuki) 

blackish brown (cha = brown, kuro = black) 
decayed-leaf brown 

cinnabar 

silk white 

mouse gray 

safflower red 

lacquer black 

light green (asa = light, midori = green) 
the color of dawn (shinonome) 

raspberry red 

red ocher 


Please spend some time relaxing on the Mud Whale. 


—Abi Umeda 


ABI UMEDA debuted as a manga creator with the 
one-shot “Yukokugendan” in Weekly Shonen 
Champion. Children of the Whales is her eighth 


manga work. 
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